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The Centre for Process Innovation is the UK’s national technology and 
innovation centre to serve and support the process manufacturing industries. 
We are chosen by key industry leaders and SMEs to develop, prove, prototype 
and scale up the next generation of products and processes. 

We work across a range of technology 
platforms, each of which have the potential to 
generate a substantial impact on the future of 
manufacturing. We provide product and process 
development facilities and expertise in industrial 
biotechnology and biorefining, formulation and 
flexible manufacturing, printable electronics and 
biologics with the overall aim of creating less 
waste, cleaner, more efficient and more economic 
products and processes. 

Our open innovation model enables our clients 
to develop products and prove processes with 
minimal risk. We provide assets and expertise so 
our customers can demonstrate the process and 
prove it is feasible before investing substantial  
amounts of money in capital equipment and 
training. New products and processes can be 
proven; on paper, in the lab and in the plant before 
being manufactured at an industrial scale.

 
By utilising our proven assets and expertise 
companies can take their products and processes 
to market faster. There is no down time in 
production as all of the process development is 
completed off-line.

Better Products, Faster
We help our clients to produce better products 
with increased quality and performance. We can 
create processes with higher yields and reduced 
manufacturing time with faster conversion of raw 
materials or feedstock to product.

Low Cost, Low Waste Manufacturing 
We enable companies to decrease capital and 
manufacturing costs by facilitating batch to 
continuous processes, increased automation and 
reduced manufacturing time. We help reduce 
and reuse wastes, utilise natural materials and 
decrease reliance on fossil fuels.  

The High Value Manufacturing Catapult is a 
partnership between industry and government, 
which is a catalyst for the future growth and 
success of manufacturing in the UK. Its long-term 
goal is to stimulate growth in the manufacturing 
sector and grow the sector’s contribution to UK 
GDP to a level more commensurate with that of 
competitor economies. It does this by helping 
businesses accelerate new concepts (often 
started in research institutions) to commercial 
reality (where they can be funded through market 
sources). In doing so, the Catapult reduces 
companies’ risk in innovation, and it enables the 
UK to address market needs in key areas,  
making the country more competitive on the 
global stage.
 

The High Value Manufacturing Catapult combines 
the strengths of seven UK technology and 
innovation centres, each focusing on major 
underpinning manufacturing technologies. The 
Catapult brings these centres together to develop 
cross sector manufacturing capabilities, which can 
span from raw materials to finished processes. 
It also enables innovation to cut across sectors 
by bringing together businesses from diverse 
industries and giving them access to a pool of 
world-class expertise, equipment and processes 
invested and supported by UK government.



Formulation at CPI

Introduction

CPI’s National Formulation Centre is a UK based open-access innovation centre 
for advanced formulated product design and scale-up. The centre works with 
industry to bring together cutting-edge cross sector expertise, technology 
and infrastructure, providing the environment for innovative companies which 
increases productivity and accelerates the commercialisation of their next 
generation formulated products.

We bring together multiple innovation supply 
chains and expertise in the design and mechanistic 
understanding of complex formulated systems. 
Working with us, clients can substantially increase 
the speed of innovation as well as significantly 
reducing the risks and costs associated with new 
product development.

Located at NETPark, the centre is conveniently 
collocated with both CPI’s Printable Electronics 
and Graphene Centres and utilises a broader 

multi-partner network spanning key knowledge 
partners and SME innovation enablers. 

We are driving a step-change in the way 
formulated products are delivered, providing the 
platform for UK-based companies to bring new, 
high value innovations to market years ahead of 
competitors.



Our industry-led approach focuses on matching what’s needed with what’s 
possible to provide a joined-up approach to the new product development of 
formulated products.

We will:

• Increase productivity from strategic alliances 
with industry and the wider UK formulation 
eco-system, including large corporate, SME, 
supply chain and academic partners.

• Create and use an industry-led portfolio of 
advanced capabilities. Sweating the UK’s 
existing assets by best harnessing current 
capabilities and then plugging any critical gaps 
identified.

• Sustainability from enduring access and 
application of advanced capabilities.

We provide an industry-led portfolio of 
capabilities which are exploitable across multiple 
high-value industries. We act as a lens to help 
clarify the formulation landscape and focus by 
identifying needs and possible areas of cross-
sector overlap.

Bringing the formulation eco-system together

Our Vision

Market Focus

CPI enables companies to produce advanced formulations in the following market sectors:

Healthcare and 
Pharmaceuticals

Industrial Products

Home and Personal Care Oil and Gas

Food and Drink Paint and Coatings





We understand that significant barriers exist to developing innovative 
products and processes.

To address this, CPI enables UK companies to 
better focus their resources, overcome the 
barriers to commercialising their innovation.

CPI’s National Formulation Centre provides 
world leading open access capability and 
commercialisation support services, allowing 

collaborators to work with us to develop 
advanced formulated products, processes and 
design tools. In partnership with the formulating 
industries, we have identified four key strategic 
themes that enable industry to best harness 
current capabilities.

Open Access Facilities

Open access innovation facilities with state-
of-the-art capability and expert operators for 
developing novel formulated product and process 
solutions across market sectors, both hosted 
within the National Formulation Centre and our 
partner organisations.

Create Advanced Capability for 
Future Access

We work with industry to provide companies with 
a leveraged opportunity to build ideal capability to 
address their key challenges.

Intelligent Signposting to an 
Extended UK Formulation Network

Utilising our deep knowledge of the UK political, 
technological and industrial landscapes we help 
companies to identify potential partners or to 
help clients secure a place within a range of 
collaborative projects.

Open-access and Exploitation 
Projects

We help innovative companies to identify routes 
to market and enable them to prove, prototype 
and scale up novel formulations.

Ideal collaboration environment

Innovation Enabler Critical foundational component for knowledge management and problem solving

Faster Innovation
Faster, more reliable approaches to get 
to an ideal formulation design

Bigger Innovation
Unexpected synergistic effects to 
deliver bigger and disruptive benefits

Process Innovation
Optimised, reliable system to guarantee 
ideal formulated product delivery

PREDICTIVE DESIGN RADICAL EFFECTS

BIG DATA

MANUFACTURABILITY

What We Offer



CPI’s National Formulation Centre matches what’s needed with what’s possible 
by bringing together a network of global market leaders.

By bridging a wide range of market sectors, 
knowledge partners, and the UK’s most innovative 
technology companies, CPI helps to solve the key 
challenges for the formulating industries and drive 
sector and value chain synergies.

We welcome any opportunity to engage with 
companies of all sizes to overcome key technical 
and industrial challenges to overcome barriers to 
innovation and de-risk commercialisation of new 
products and processes.

Partner with us to:

• Build consortia to deliver projects that will 
create sustainable open access capability to 
help cross-sector UK formulation industries 
overcome innovation barriers

• Collaborate to develop CR&D bids for 
European and UK funding calls in formulation 
science areas

Collaborating to de-risk and innovate

Work With Us

INDUSTRY PARTNERS

SUPPLY CHAIN PARTNERS KNOWLEDGE PARTNERS

Healthcare and 
Pharmaceutical

Equipment Universities

Software Innovation Centres

Ingredients National Institutes

Service Providers Other Parties

Home and 
Personal Care

Industrial 
Products

Oil and Gas
Paints and 
Coatings

Food and Drink

National Formulation 
Centre





To find out more about our full range of services 
visit: www.uk-cpi.com  
call:  +44 (0)1642 455 340

Industrial Biotechnology  
and Biorefining

Printable Electronics Formulation Biologics

Centre for Process Innovation 
Wilton Centre, Wilton, Redcar, 
Cleveland, TS10 4RF, 
United Kingdom

T:  +44 (0)1642 455 340
F:  +44 (0)1642 447 298
E:  info@uk-cpi.com
W: www.uk-cpi.com


